REGILD1NG THE CRESCENT
case of Islam and reaction fighting in their
last ditch.
The ostensible cause of the outbreak was the
murder, on the Galata Bridge, of Hassan Fehmi,
editor of the Serbesti. That journal had been
among the bitterest of the anti-Committee
organs and had never missed an opportunity of
attacking that body. It has never been proved
that the deed was actually instigated by the
Committee, but in any case the murdered
journalist was far more dangerous dead than
alive. Abd-ul-Hamid ingeniously provided the
honours of burial, and the enemies of the
Committee did not hesitate to lay the blame at
its door.
In spite of the praiseworthy efforts that have
been made to prove it otherwise, the Turkish
Revolution was essentially a military movement.
This does not imply that its details were not
hatched by civilians, in Paris or elsewhere, but
they would have been powerless to give effect to
their dreams of liberty without the aid of the
army. Parliamentary institutions, as we under-
stand them in England, if not actually distasteful
to the majority of the Turkish nation, are at any
rate unintelligible to them. The rabble of
Galata shouts "Liberty!" when it merely means
Licence. Its stomach determines its political
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